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BART, SGA respond to bias incident
Wins in its nal two games would earn men’s basketball its rst Big East Title
BY HANNAH SGAMBELLONE
Staff Writer
While the Xavier com-
munity continues to cele-
brate progress in diversity 
and inclusion, situations such 
as the bias incident that oc-
curred Saturday night serve 
as reminders of  the chang-
es that still need to happen. 
That night, it was reported 
to Xavier’s Bias Advisory and 
Response Team (BART) that 
a Nazi flag with a swastika 
symbol was hung in a window 
in Husman Hall. The incident 
was initially reported to the 
Husman Hall director, who 
then reported it to BART. 
According to the BART 
team, the perpetrator of  this 
incident has not yet been dis-
covered. The team plans to 
collaborate with the director 
of  Husman Hall throughout 
the investigation.
On Tuesday, the Student 
Government Association 
(SGA) released a statement 
responding to the incident.
“We denounce in the stron-
gest possible terms acts of  
hatred, violence and white 
supremacy such as this and 
seek to make clear that they 
are unwelcome on the campus 
of  Xavier University or in the 
Xavier community at large,” 
the statement read. “As Xavi-
er Musketeers, we act with in-
tegrity, justice and generosity 
and stand in solidarity with 
marginalized groups both 
here and within the global 
community. This vile act of  
supremacy goes against what 
we as a community stand for, 
and it is incumbent upon us 
students to speak up in the 
face of  hatred here and any-
where.” 
BART co-Chairs Dr. Taj 
Smith and Dr. Kristine Su-
na-Koro emphasized Xavier’s 
stance on diversity and inclu-
sion in their response to the 
incident. 
“Xavier University, as a 
Catholic Jesuit institution, 
stands for solidarity and re-
spect for all religious tradi-
tions, races, ethnicities, cultur-
al backgrounds and so forth,” 
Suna-Koro said. “Under no 
circumstances is it even imag-
inable that we as a communi-
ty would endorse the blatant 
and provocative display of  
symbols such as (the) swastika 
that very clearly signify noth-
ing less than hate, genocide, 
racism, anti-semitism and re-
ligious intolerance and that 
are, sadly, seeing a resurgence 
in the present political climate 
where even historical horrors 
such as the Holocaust seem to 
be forgotten or lost in igno-
rance.” 
Suna-Koro also talked 
about the ways in which facul-
ty can respond to the incident 
to help students learn from it. 
“As a faculty member, I 
know that many among us are 
using our academic expertise 
in various fields to help our 
students better grasp what 
symbols like (the) swastika 
stand for in light of  the un-
speakable horrors of  history 
and how the resurgence of  
such symbols glorifies the 
culture of  death — violence, 
racial prejudice (and) abuse of  
those who are pushed to the 
margins of  society and de-
monized,” Suna-Koro said. 
Smith discussed how stu-
dents can respond to the in-
cident. He emphasized the 
importance of  incorporating 
diversity and inclusion in ed-
ucation but added that institu-
tional change in government, 
high schools and communities 
as a whole is also necessary. 
“An actionable step for 
Xavier students can be to go 
back to their high schools and 
demand that more education, 
difficult conversations and ac-
countability for implicit bias 
or overt prejudice be a part 
of  the curriculum so that fu-
ture Xavier students bring 
less bias to campus,” Smith 
said. “We need more students 
to step outside their comfort 
zones to learn about someone 
who is different.”
While the investigation 
continues, it should be noted 
that any disciplinary action 
taken toward the perpetrator 
will come from the university 
itself  and not BART. Because 
the individual has not been yet 
identified, no action has been 
taken. 
However, SGA will be 
holding an open conversation 
about the incident at 3 p.m. on 
March 12 in the Arrupe Over-
look during which students 
can discuss their ideas regard-




The Xavier men’s basket-
ball team has the chance to do 
something it has never done 
before — win a Big East regu-
lar season title. 
The possibility to make 
history comes after another 
milestone that was reached 
this week: The Musketeers 
attained their highest ranking 
in program history after they 
were voted in as the No. 3 
team in the nation by the As-
sociated Press. 
That ranking puts Xavier 
behind only the likes of  No. 2 
Michigan State and No. 1 Vir-
ginia. The teams have records 
of  28-3 and 26-2, respectively, 
compared to the Musketeers’ 
record of  25-4. 
That ranking also moves 
Xavier ahead of  Big East ri-
val Villanova, whose Saturday 
loss to Creighton bumped it 
down to No. 4. Prior to that 
loss, if  both teams won their 
remaining games, Villanova 
would clinch the title because 
it owned the tie breaker after 
sweeping Xavier in confer-
ence play. 
With a win tonight, the 
Musketeers will clinch at least 
share of  the conference title 
because of  Villanova’s week-
end loss. Not only can Xavier 
secure a share of  the regular 
season conference title, but it 
has the potential to accom-
plish even more. Fate will be 
in its hands for the last game 
of  the season against DePaul 
on Saturday. 
A victory tonight against 
Providence and another victo-
ry on Saturday against DePaul 
would mean the Musketeers 
would earn sole possession of  
the Big East regular season 
title. 
This feat has yet to be ac-
complished by any team other 
than the Villanova Wildcats, 
who have won four consecu-
tive regular season titles since 
the re-envisioned Big East 
was inaugurated in the 2013-
14 season. Of  those four sea-
sons, Villanova proceeded to 
win the Big East Tournament 
in two of  those years: the 
2014-15 season and the 2016-
17 season.
Throughout its history, the 
Xavier basketball program 
has won 17 regular season 
championships and nine con-
ference tournament champi-
onships. 
The last regular season title 
was claimed in 2011, while the 
last conference tournament 
championship was won in 
2006. Both of  these occurred 
when Xavier was a member of  
the Atlantic 10 Conference. 
A regular season title will 
guarantee a No. 1 seed in the 
Big East Tournament and 
could further cement a No. 1 
seed in the NCAA Tourna-
ment as projected. 
Musketeers in position to make athletic history
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The Xavier Art Society 
(XAS) hosted a pop-up show, 
Swooned, from Feb. 19 to Feb. 
24 at the Contemporary Arts 
Center (CAC) in downtown 
Cincinnati. 
The show was a compila-
tion of  works in various art 
mediums that were a response 
to and reflection on the ma-
jor exhibit at the CAC, The 
Canyon, which was comprised 
of  works made by the artist 
Caledonia Curry, more com-
monly known as Swoon.
There were 17 students 
who participated in the 
show: Trisha Brockmeyer, 
Sheridan Davenport, Susa-
na Duffy, Clare Dunn, Frank 
Geiser, Jensen Healey, Ki-
ana Lloyd, Emma Malinos-
ki, Ashley Ohmer, Andria 
Parady, Brooklynn Pierce, 
Alice Roeding, Gabrielle Sa-
pata and Bridget Walsh. XAS 
officers Ryan Collins, Tori 
Woodruff  and Daniel Zalla 
also participated. 
Each student proposed 
their own idea to a committee 
to receive approval to partici-
pate in the show. They created 
the work within a month and 
installed their artwork in the 
bottom level of  the CAC. 
“The Xavier students who 
took the opportunity to see 
Swoon’s Canyon, and to partic-
ipate in the pop-up show, will 
realize that they experienced a 
Art Society exhibit Swoon-worthy
BY MONICA SCHWEIGER 
Features Editor
once-in-a-lifetime event with 
one of  this era’s best artists,” 
Professor Suzanna Chouteau 
said.  
Sophomore Michael Nich-
olas agreed and said his time 
at the CAC was unforgettable.
“The work of  the Xavier 
students was so heartfelt that 
I truly felt a deep connection 
to the artists,” Nicholas said. 
“I didn’t know all the art-
ists, but by looking at their 
work, I grew in an apprecia-
tion of  their life journey and 
the journey of  those who had 
supported them along the 
way. When seeing Swoon’s 
work, I felt this connection. I 
believe based on the similarity 
of  the reactions to the pieces 
of  both Swoon and the Xavi-
er students, it really speaks 
measures about the incredi-
ble artists, but also incredible 
people we have here at Xavier 
University.” 
A common theme among 
some of  the artwork was the 
exploration of  family and 
motherhood. 
“After visiting the show 
in the CAC, I was mainly in-
spired by Swoon’s ability to 
capture people and her usage 
of  line and how it flowed in the 
background of  her figures,” 
first-year Ashley Ohmer said. 
“I was really touched by how 
Swoon shared her relationship 
with her mother and grand-
mother through her artwork, 
and I hope to capture mother-
hood by using my own mother 
as my figure in my piece.” 
Sophomore Jensen Healey 
shared the same sentiment.
“I was inspired by Swoon’s 
theme about her mother’s in-
fluence and how her moth-
er’s addiction affected her 
immensely,” Healey said. “I 
thought to myself  that my 
mom does so much for me. 
She’s helping me go to Italy 
this summer for study abroad, 
and all I can offer her a hug 
and a high five, so I decided 
to create an image that sym-
bolizes the sacrifices mothers 
make to support the growth 
and well-being of  their chil-
dren.”
Zalla, a sophomore, be-
leived the Swooned show was 
a success. He was pleased 
with the outcome and proud 
to present his work about his 
grandparents. Collins, a se-
nior, was grateful to be able to 
participate in the show.
“It was amazing to get to 
show my collaborative piece 
in their gallery and such an 




History can show caus-
es, and it can also show why 
we care. When it comes to 
discussions about the Holo-
caust, the role of  history is 
indispensable toward both of  
those ends: it aids us in under-
standing how such inconceiv-
able cruelty could exist, and it 
helps us remember why those 
dark years should never be 
forgotten.
So argued Dr. Timothy 
Snyder during his Ethics/
Religion and Society lecture 
entitled “Black Earth: The 
Holocaust as History and 
Warning” on Monday in the 
Cintas Banquet Room. 
Snyder, a professor of  his-
tory at Yale University with 
a bibliography that includes 
the 2017 bestseller On Tyr-
anny: Twenty Lessons from the 
Twentieth Century and the 
monograph Bloodlands: Europe 
Between Hitler and Stalin, is 
well-versed in the importance 
of  history, as his work focuses 
on the political and social con-
ditions that gave rise to Euro-
pean authoritarianism in the 
20th century.  
This particular talk ex-
plored the themes in his book 
by the same name, specifically 
the historical foundations of  
the Holocaust and the lessons 
we must learn for defending 
democracy and human rights 
in our own time.
Snyder proposed that the 
Holocaust can be explained 
by two ideological phenomena 
underlying the philosophy of  
the Nazi regime. 
The first is the idea of  ecol-
ogy: that all people belong to 
a race and each race naturally 
competes for scarce resources 
needed to thrive. 
In the minds of  the Nazi 
high command, this meant 
that the German race was 
“superior” and naturally had 
to take resources away from 
other “inferior” races, justify-
ing inhumane slaughter along 
the way. 
The second is the idea of  
anti-politics: that mass kill-
ing occurs in places where 
states and institutions are 
falling apart and disorder 
reigns. Snyder explained that 
the Nazi war machine was 
adept at destabilizing and de-
stroying other states, leaving 
disordered vacuums in which 
atrocities that never would 
have been conceivable before 
suddenly became a reality. 
Snyder named Nazi death 
camps as places that acted as 
“experimental zones of  state-
lessness,” places where law 
and order did not exist and 
humanity’s darkest evils had 
free reign.
Snyder concluded his talk 
with warnings about the fu-
ture. He pointed to atrocities 
in Yugoslavia, Rwanda and 
Sudan as examples of  inter-
sections in which the ecol-
ogy of  scarcity and the an-
ti-politics of  collapsing states 
opened the floodgates for 
genocide. 
Vigilance and action to 
prevent these conditions from 
arising, he argued, are the les-
sons that need to be remem-
bered from the dark days of  
the Third Reich. “What res-
cue really means politically is 
making sure that this (inter-
section) never happens, not 
waiting until the last minute 
and then acting heroically. 
That is the true lesson of  the 
Holocaust,” he said.
“I enjoyed that he used his-
tory to derive lessons relevant 
to daily political interactions 
and commented at length on 
what interactions we have,” 
Jonathan Pickman, a senior 
Philosophy, Politics and the 
Public and economics dou-
ble major said. “Understand-
ing how complex the past is 
makes us more conscious of  
our daily actions.” 
The next event in the E/
RS series will be a lecture by 
writer, author and professor 
of  journalism at Columbia 
University Jelani Cobb. It will 
be held on March 20 at 7 p.m. 
in the Cintas Banquet Room.  
E/RS discusses new lessons from the Holocaust
Yale historian and author Timonthy Snyder warns about fascism and future
Photo courtesy of Gabrille Sapata
Seniors Ryan Collins (left) and Susana Duffy (right), members of Xavier Art Society (XAS), posed next to their 
Swooned. XAS members raved about their time at the show.
Newswire photo by Ryan Kambich
In an E/RS luncheon, Yale University professor Timothy Snyder spoke about 
the intersection of scarcity and chaos as root causes of the Holocaust. 
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“What needs to be ex-
plained is why there should be 
a world in which there is exis-
tence at all.” 
So began Xavier’s 60th 
Thomasfest Lecture, the land-
mark event hosted each year 
by the philosophy department 
that has featured some of  the 
most exciting and eminent 
thinkers in the field since its 
inception in 1958. 
This year’s keynote lecture 
was delivered by something 
of  a hometown hero, Dr. 
Chad Engelland. Currently a 
professor of  philosophy at the 
University of  Dallas, Engel-
land began his academic ca-
reer here at Xavier, where he 
studied as an undergraduate 
under some of  the professors 
in the audience at Wednes-
day’s event. Since graduat-
ing, Engelland has published 
widely — producing three 
books since 2014 — and he 
has quickly become a respect-
ed name in the field of  philos-
ophy.
Cheerful and witty in 
his home environment, En-
gelland’s talk fixated on a 
question both mundane and 
staggering, “Why is there 
something rather than noth-
ing?” He explained that each 
day, we take for granted that 
everything and everyone 
around us exists. Rarely do 
we pause to stop and ask our-
selves why it is that the world 
we know is precisely the way 
it is in all of  its uniqueness 
and little peculiarities. 
He promised no easy an-
swers from the outset and 
instead aimed to clarify how 
it is we go about addressing 
that very fundamental ques-
Thomasfest celebrates 60th year
BY RYAN KAMBICH 
Staff Writer
tion concerning our exis-
tence. This course of  study, 
he explained, was inspired by 
an “explosion” in interest re-
garding the matter in recent 
years, as much philosophical 
inquiry has been circulating 
about the meaning of  the “Ul-
timate Question.” 
There are, it turns out, 
three major ways that phi-
losophers and thinkers have 
approached the question: the 
scientific, the transcendental 
and the metaphysical.
The scientific approach to 
the Ultimate Question hinges 
on a mathematical explana-
tion of  the universe. In an ev-
er-expanding cosmos, think-
ers such as Stephen Hawking 
have attempted to mechani-
cally model existence from its 
origin at the Big Bang. 
The question is then re-
framed as, “Why did the 
universe unfurl itself  in the 
Big Bang?” according to En-
gelland, providing a more 
straightforward mechanistic 
method for understanding ex-
istence through mathematical 
inquiry.
Engelland proposed that 
this vision is incomplete. The 
very act of  human inquiry 
into the order of  the cosmos 
betrays something unique 
underlying the question: the 
human capacity for wonder 
at the composition of  our 
universe. This wonder, En-
gelland said, goes beyond a 
simple mechanical view of  
human existence and thereby 
demonstrates a pathway into a 
transcendental understanding 
of  the question. 
This transcendental ap-
proach, illuminated in the 
work of  German philosopher 
Martin Heidegger, places 
greater emphasis on the con-
scious experience of  exis-
tence, examining the way in 
which you might perceive and 
take joy in the existence of  a 
good friend, for example.
Engelland posits that the 
joy we feel in the moment 
when a good friend walks into 
the room is the expression 
of  a transcendental celebra-
tion of  existence, and that 
momentary feeling tells us 
much about how we perceive 
and understand our own ex-
istence. This subjectivity con-
textualizes the objectivity of  
the scientific approach and 
puts it in more human terms 
that we can understand in our 
everyday lives.
While the first two ap-
proaches speculate on how ex-
istence came to be and is ex-
perienced, the final approach, 
the metaphysical, tries to un-
derstand why existence is. 
Theologians such as 
Thomas Aquinas and Julian 
of  Norwich have largely dom-
inated this approach, pointing 
to theistic explanations of  the 
goodness of  existence as the 
reason for why we exist. En-
gelland argues that our very 
enjoyment of  the good things 
in existence is the reason for 
existing.
“Love makes the difference 
between being and non-be-
ing,” he said.
Engelland’s lecture was 
met with a host of  questions 
from the assembled philoso-
phy faculty and others in at-
tendance. Dr. Timothy Quinn, 
chair of  the philosophy de-
partment, expressed satisfac-
tion with his former student’s 
talk. 
“It’s especially gratifying to 
bring back a former student,” 
Quinn said. “I thought it was 
a very engaging lecture, you 
could tell by the discussion af-
terward. He intended to raise 
a lot of  questions and indeed 
he did. I found it really a very 
fine and interesting talk, well 
aimed at the audience.”
Speaking on the importance 
of  the Thomasfest, Quinn 
continued, “It’s the principle 
lecture the philosophy depart-
ment has...It’s a time for all of  
us to gather and celebrate the 
significance of  philosophy at 
Xavier. It’s a tradition that re-
ally must continue.”
Finkelstein receives Fortin Award for excellence
BY HEATHER GAST
Staff Writer
English professor Dr. Nor-
man Finkelstein was present-
ed the Fortin Award for ex-
cellence as a teacher-scholar. 
This past Friday, committee 
consisting of  four faculty and 
a student determined the sixth 
annual recipient of  the award, 
which included a public cere-
mony and a $10,000 prize.
Faculty and a student spoke 
at the ceremony with glowing 
remarks for Finkelstein, who 
has taught as a professor at 
Xavier for 38 years. 
As a scholar, Finkelstein 
has written a dozen books of  
literary criticism and poetry 
that have garnered high praise 
in the academic community. 
Finkelstein is considered an 
expert in modern American 
and Jewish poetry. 
Dean of  the College of  
Arts and Sciences Dr. Da-
vid Mengel described his ap-
proach to incorporating the 
scholarship of  the human-
ities into the lives of  students 
through the classroom as “the 
best of  who we are,” a true 
example of  the Jesuit value of  
cura personalis.  
English professor Dr. Kris-
ten Renzi, who considers Fin-
kelstein a mentor and friend 
as well as colleague, also com-
mended Finkelstein’s work in 
the classroom as thoroughly 
engaging for students. 
As part of  the English de-
partment, Finkelstein teach-
es challenging courses con-
cerning literature and poetry. 
Rather than teaching students 
mere head knowledge, Ren-
zi explained that Finkelstein 
provides great assistance to 
students.
“(He has) helped countless 
students to confront their 
own doubts and pre-conceived 
notions of  the world,” Renzi 
said, “and that, I think, is one 
of  the most important things 
a professor can do.”
RateMyProfessor reviews 
confirm the rigor of  Fin-
kelstein’s courses. On the 
website, students can anon-
ymously post evaluations of  
professors that their peers 
can reference when choosing 
courses. 
Posts about Finkelstein 
note his willingness to meet 
with students and work on 
their writing outside of  class 
and that his scholarship is no-
ticeable in class, even when 
contributors did not have rave 
reviews. 
Renzi highlighted Finkel-
stein’s ability to enrich other 
writers as a teacher-scholar. 
During the ceremony, Men-
gel noted in his speech that 
Finkelstein has the unique 
capability to balance critique, 
suggestion and encourage-
ment while helping a writer 
with their work. 
“(Finkelstein) is able to 
both critique one’s work but 
also to help push work toward 
the direction that the author, 
not he, wants it to go in,” Ren-
zi said. “This is rare and valu-
able stuff.”
The Fortin Award is possi-
ble thanks to donations from 
the Fortin family and will 
continue to encourage and 
celebrate deserving teach-
er-scholars in the Xavier hu-
manities departments like 
Finkelstein for years to come. 
Newswire photo by Ryan Kambich/Kevin Thomas
Thomasfest Lecture is an annual landmark event hosted by the philosophy department. The lecture, started 
Newswire photo by Sydney Sanders
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Dems release a redacted rebuttal
Schi’s response to Republican memo claims it was purposefully misleading
Confederate statues debate rages  
Late Saturday afternoon, 
House Democrats were able 
to release a redacted ver-
sion of  Representative Adam 
Schiff ’s (D-Calif.) rebuttal to 
Representative Devin Nunes’s 
(R-Calif.) memo, which al-
leged the FBI abused its pow-
er during the Russia investi-
gation. Schiff ’s memo argues 
that Nunes’s memo was pur-
posefully misleading and at-
tempted to include facts that 
were allegedly left out. 
“I think that while trans-
parency in the government is 
important, these memos show 
the importance on the parties 
needing to agree on what the 
facts are,” sophomore Santia-
go Alvarez said. “We shouldn’t 
try to select the facts to paint 
a picture that only we want to 
see.”
Nunes’s memo, which was 
released earlier this month, 
claimed that the FBI used for-
mer British intelligence agent 
Christopher Steele’s dossier 
as the central part in a For-
eign Intelligence Surveillance 
Court (FISA) application for 
former Trump campaign ad-
viser Carter Page. Republi-
cans believe that since the FBI 
did not reveal that the Clinton 
campaign and the Democrat 
National Committee partly 
funded the dossier, it should 
have not been used in the ap-
plication. 
Schiff  acknowledged that 
while the FBI did use the dos-
sier in the application, it only 
used claims that Page had met 
with a Kremlin official as well 
as with an associate of  Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin 
in a July 2016 trip to Moscow. 
The dossier alleged that Page 
BY JACK DUNN
Staff Writer
took the trip in an attempt to 
find dirt on 2016 Presidential 
Candidate Hillary Clinton. 
The Democrat’s memo also 
stated that the Department of  
Justice (DOJ) “provided addi-
tional information obtained 
through multiple independent 
sources that corroborated 
Steele’s reporting” in renew-
als of  the application. 
Republicans also allege 
that the FBI and senior DOJ 
officials kept political moti-
vations behind the memo a 
secret from the court during 
the application process. How-
ever, Schiff  called the claim 
misleading because the judges 
were told of  a political mo-
tive, though not with specific 
names. It provided an excerpt 
from the memo, which stated 
Steele had been paid by some-
one who was “likely looking 
for information that could be 
used to discredit Candidate 
#1’s (Trump) campaign.” 
However, Nunes’s memo 
claims that the FBI should 
have terminated Steele after 
leaking information to Ya-
hoo News in September 2016. 
Republicans believe the FBI 
used this article as improper 
corroboration, even though it 
was later revealed that Steele 
was a source for it. Democrats 
call this a false claim. Instead, 
the DOJ used the Yahoo ar-
ticle “not to provide separate 
corroboration for Steele’s re-
porting, but instead to inform 
the court of  Page’s public 
denial of  his suspected meet-
ings in Moscow,” according to 
their rebuttal. 
In September 2016, Steele 
admitted to Bruce Ohr, for-
mer director of  the Organized 
Crime Drug Enforcement 
task force, his feelings against 
then-candidate Trump when 
Steele said he “was desper-
ate that Donald Trump not 
get elected and was pas-
sionate about him not being 
president.” This evidence 
of  Steele’s bias was record-
ed by Ohr and subsequently 
appeared in official FBI files 
— but it was not reflected in 
any of  the Page FISA applica-
tions. Nunes also states Ohr’s 
wife was employed by Fusion 
GPS, the company that took 
money from the Clinton cam-
paign and paid for part of  the 
dossier, meaning that FBI had 
known Steele’s bias in its of-
ficial files, even though it was 
not reflected in the FISA ap-
plication.
Democrats say that this 
claim is misleading and that 
“the Majority mischaracteriz-
es Bruce Ohr’s role, overstates 
the significance of  his interac-
tions with Steele and misleads 
about the timeframe of  Ohr’s 
communication with the FBI. 
In late November 2016, Ohr 
informed the FBI of  his prior 
professional relationship with 
Steele and information that 
Steele shared with him (in-
cluding Steele’s concern about 
Trump being compromised by 
Russia).” 
It goes on to state that Ohr 
was somehow involved in the 
FISA application process, 
without any indication of  that 
being true. 
Both memos do agree that 
the Steele dossier is not what 
started the FBI’s counterin-
telligence investigation. The 
Republican memo states that 
it began with an investigation 
into Trump campaign adviser 
George Papadopoulos. The 
Democrat’s memo does not 
mention Papadopoulos, but 
instead states that the Steele 
information did not reach the 
Russian investigation at FBI 
headquarters until mid-2016. 
The White House ap-
proved the heavily redacted 
memo, with President Don-
ald Trump saying in a tweet 
that “The Democrat memo 
response on government sur-
veillance abuses is a total po-
litical and legal BUST. Just 
confirms all of  the terrible 
things that were done. SO IL-
LEGAL!” He also retweeted a 
phone interview he did with 
Fox News where he stated 
that “A lot of  bad things hap-
pened on the other side, not 
on this side, but the other side. 
And somebody should look 
into it because what they did 
was really fraudulent.” 
The memo release coin-
cides with several new in-
dictments during the Russia 
investigation, including for-
mer Trump campaign adviser 
Rick Gates, who pled guilty 
in a deal to offer incriminat-
ing evidence against former 
Trump Campaign chair Paul 
Manafort. While the Rus-
sia investigation is ongoing, 
Washington will be dealing 
with other issues this week, 
including DACA and gun reg-
ulation measures. 
Representative Adam Schiff (D-Calif.) released a redacted version of a memo in response to the one released a few weeks ago by Republicans. The memo was only approved after being 
heavily redacted. In the memo, Schiff claims the Republican memo, released by Representative Devin Nunes (R-Calif.), was intentionally misleading and left out a number of facts.
Photo courtesy of Wikipedia/Cliff
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Spencer will not be speaking at UC
The alt-right leader canceled the engagement because of UC’s security fee
Kyle Bristow, an attorney 
representing alt-right speak-
er Richard Spencer, reported 
to the Associated Press that 
Spencer would not be speak-
ing at University of  Cin-
cinnati (UC) on March 14 
as planned because of  UC’s 
$11,000 security fee. Bristow 
filed a federal lawsuit claiming 
that the security fee was ex-
cessive and unconstitutional. 
When Spencer began plan-
ning to speak in the fall, the 
Xavier, UC and Cincinnati 
communities retaliated, op-
posing Spencer’s hateful rhet-
oric. 
“I don’t like the guy. I can’t 
believe we have f*cking Na-
zis around in 2018,” first-year 
history major CJ Karwows-
ki said. “I get that this is his 
right, but he still shouldn’t 
speak because I don’t like un-
wavering *ssholes speaking 
on campuses.”
UC president Neville Pinto 
and multiple UC student orga-
nizations, such as the United 
Black Student Organization 
and College Republicans, have 
issued statements denouncing 
Spencer. Hamilton County 
Court Clerk Aftab Pureval, a 
UC alum, created a video with 
the current student president 
to discourage Spencer’s visit. 
Xavier’s Center for Diver-
sity and Inclusion held a stu-
dent panel to educate students 
and in November. The pan-
el was titled “Stop the Hate: 
Who is Richard Spencer? 
Why is he coming to UC?”
Cameron Padgett, the 
Georgia State University 
student who has organized 
Spencer’s university speeches 
at UC, Ohio State University 
(OSU) and six other universi-
ties, will attempt to reschedule 
Spencer’s speech, according to 
a tweet from Bristow. Padgett 
previously won a lawsuit 
against Auburn University 
for preventing Spencer from 
speaking. Padgett is current-
ly suing other institutions, 
including OSU, for denying 
Spencer the right to speak.
Pinto and UC spokesper-
son Greg Vehr have been ad-
amant in their support of  free 
speech protected by the First 
Amendment. In response to 
the accusation that requesting 
a security fee was unconsti-
tutional, Vehr explained that 
all speakers not requested by 
students are required to pay 
security fees. 
“The fee assessed is a mere 
fraction of  the costs we an-
ticipate incurring as a result 
of  this event, but we hold 
firm in our efforts to respect 
the principles of  free speech 
while maintaining safety on 
campus,” Vehr said.
Junior Marco Cota felt that 
Spencer was not protected un-
der the First Amendment.
“I like freedom of  speech,” 
Cota said. “It’s part of  what 
makes everything great [in 
America] but if  you’re going 
to use your freedom of  speech 
to hurt others, that’s not 
right… I mean it’s good that 
he’s not speaking, but the only 
reason he’s not speaking is a 
technicality.”
Spencer’s speeches have 
been accompanied with vio-
lence. Notably, counter-pro-
tester Heather Heyer was 
killed in the violence sur-
rounding the August 2017 
“Unite the Right” rally in 
Charleston, Va. After initially 
attempting to ban Spencer, the 
University of  Florida (UF) 
hosted the him in October. 
Three of  Spencer’s support-
ers were arrested for firing 
guns into the crowd of  pro-
testers outside the event. UF 
spent approximately $500,000 
in security for Spencer’s event, 
according to the Enquirer.
“What he has to say could 
be interesting to hear, but he’s 
just had such a bad past,” Cota 
said. “If  you want to hear 
both sides of  the argument, 
you already know what he’d 
say. So you’re not going to get 
anything else.”
Alt-right leader Richard Spencer will no longer be speaking at the University of Cincinnati after being told there 
Photo courtesy of Flickr/Vas Panagiotopoulos
Dems release a redacted rebuttal
Confederate statues debate rages  
BY HEATHER GAST
Staff Writer
Justice will be 
dispensed
Feb. 20, 10:33 p.m. — 
Xavier Police and Resi-
dence Life investigated a 
report of  two students 
fighting in Kuhlman Hall. 
Both parties were separat-
ed and Residence Life will 
follow up.
Feb. 21, 4:09 p.m. — 
Xavier Police investigated 
a report of  a hit-and-run 
auto accident in the Central 
Utility Plant Lot. 
Feb. 24, 9:40 p.m. — 
Xavier Police assisted 
Physical Plant with reports 
of  flooding and water dam-
age to several buildings 
throughout the Academic 
Mall and one residence hall. 
The buildings sustained 
water damage from storms 
passing through the area. A 
report is on file. 
Feb. 25, 12:55 a.m. — 
Xavier Police and Cincin-
nati Police investigated a 
report of  a loud party and 
fighting on the 900 block of  
Dana Avenue. The subjects 
fighting were sent on their 
way and the party was ended. 
Feb. 25, 1:23 a.m. — Cin-
cinnati Fire and Rescue trans-
ported an underage intoxicat-
ed student to Good Samaritan 
Hospital from Brockman Hall 
for possible alcohol poisoning. 
Feb. 25, 10:25 p.m. — 
Xavier Police assisted Res-
idence Life with a room 
search in at an on-campus 
residence on Ledgewood 
Drive. A small amount of  
marijuana and drug para-
phernalia was confiscated. 
Residence Life will follow 
up.
Feb. 26, 1:23 p.m. — 
Xavier Police investigated a 
report of  someone throwing 
objects out of  a room on the 
second floor of  Kuhlman 
Hall. An investigation is 
on-going. 
Feb. 26, 3:06 p.m. — 
Xavier Police investigated 
a report of  a panhandler 
at Joseph Hall. An investi-
gation revealed the subject 
had an outstanding warrant 
through Hamilton Coun-
ty as well as a small bag of  
marijuana in their posses-
sion. The subject was taken 
into custody and cited to 
court. 
Week in review
What you may have missed
The Canadian govern-
ment issued a statement 
saying that Prime Minis-
ter Justin Trudeau is not 
the child of  Fidel Castro 
to quell rumors that he 
was (Feb. 18).
Florida legislators passed 
a bill declaring pornog-
raphy a public health risk 
less than an hour after 
they rejected a bill that 
would ban the sale of  as-
sault rifles (Feb. 21).
A retirement home in the 
UK brought in pole danc-
ers as a way to entertain 
their residents (Feb. 22).
The German government 
released a travel advisory 
for their citizens in Can-
ada after defeating their 
nation in hockey during 
the Olympics (Feb. 23).  
A Russian activist was 
jailed after displaying in 
his window an inflatable 
duck, which symbolizes 
corruption, during a pro-
test (Feb. 26). 
A Canadian man who 
killed and ate a pig he 
adopted with his partner 
has asked the public to 
stop sending him death 
threats (Feb. 27).
Feb. 25, 4:52 p.m. — 
Xavier Police investigated 
a vending machine that 
was broken into on the 
second floor of  Fenwick 
Place. The company in 
charge of  the machine 
was notified.
Photo courtesy of Joshua Berry















The Xavier Newswire is 
committed to reporting the 
news as well as explain 
-
ers. In addition, through 
publishing opposing view-
points and opinions, the 
Newswire hopes to fos-
ter a dialogue on campus 
among students, faculty 
and staff. 
Advertising
Advertising inquiries can be 
sent to the business and 




Sylvia Chemweno, Alan 
Gonzalez, Ryan Kambich, 
Thom Koester, Maddy Lan-





















Jack Dunn, Heather Gast, 
Benjamin Giles, Alex Hale, 
Tim Kramer, Donnie Men-
ke, Hannah Sgambellone 
and Brittany Wells
For Your Information
The Xavier Newswire is 
published weekly through-
out the school year, ex-
cept during vacations and 
-
dents of Xavier University, 
3800 Victory Parkway, 
Cincinnati, OH 45207. 
Email us at newswire@
xavier.edu
*The Newswire has made 
the decision to stray from 
the AP Style Guide when 
printing the words White 
and Black in reference to 
groups of people. We have 
decided to capitalize both.
In November 2017, Collins 
Dictionary announced that its 
Word of  the Year for 2017 was 
not a single word but the phrase 
“fake news.” This phrase, of  
course, has become more sa-
tirical than the phenomenon 
it was meant to describe. I do 
not really want to broach the 
question of  
whether or not 
news sources 
intent iona l -
ly report fake 
stories for rat-
ings, although 
it is possible 
that this oc-
curs. In any 
case, what the 
popularity of  
the idea of  fake 
news suggests 
is an eroding 
trust in more 
t r a d i t i o n a l 
media out-
lets. Whether one believes the 
problem of  fake news is wide-
spread or not, we have come to 
a paradigm shift in terms of  
how we as Americans get our 
news and process it.
One of  the most significant 
elements of  this paradigm 
shift is the ongoing trend 
that we see in what is loose-
Arming educators won’t x issues with school safety
ly termed the “mainstream 
media” of  increasing polar-
ization. Trust in news media 
is falling rapidly while both 
sides of  the political spec-
trum isolate themselves with 
news organizations that share 
their ideological narrative. 
Conservatives increasingly 
flock to Fox 
News, the Na-
tional Review 




i n c r e a s i n g -
ly turn to 
the New York 
Times, The 





sumers of  
these news 
sources generally understand 
the ideological tilt of  the out-
let and in fact increasingly 
go to that outlet to interpret 
ongoing events through their 
own political filters.
Indeed, it is not hard to see 
why many Americans would 
do this. Seeking out sources 
that present information fil-
tered through a specific set 
of  ideological lenses removes 
much of  the burden on the 
individual citizen to serious-
ly think through and engage 
with issues and events hap-
pening in our society. Thus, 
we now have increasingly 
divergent spheres of  infor-
mation processing that touch 
less and less, leading to the 
creation of  echo chambers 
whereby certain assumptions 
of  the way the world works 
and ought to work will never 
be questioned as one examines 
the news.
These echo chambers 
through media polarization 
have contributed a great deal to 
our contemporary political po-
larization, and they have many 
critics from the left, right and 
center. Indeed, insofar as me-
dia polarization contributes to 
a state where citizens can have 
filtered information spoon-fed 
to them in such a way that their 
ideology is never challenged, 
media polarization constitutes 
a serious obstacle to our civic 
life, or what’s left of  it anyway.
Nonetheless, I contend 
that media polarization is not 
an inherent problem. In fact, 
the standard that the press 
should be objective is a fairly 
new one that has really only 
been around since the end of  
World War II. For much of  
American history, the press 
was openly partisan. One 
could read a newspaper and 
immediately understand its 
biases and these papers would 
often print stories of  ques-
tionable truthfulness.
Yet, American society 
thrived even with this open-
ly partisan press. What is the 
difference between then and 
now? How is a polarized press 
now creating echo chambers 
when before a vibrant atmo-
sphere of  civic discourse was 
present? The answer is almost 
certainly complicated, but I 
think a large part of  it has to 
do with the differences in the 
health of  the United States’ 
civic culture.
A partisan press is simply 
not much of  a problem when, 
in their personal relations, 
members of  the society will 
have their viewpoints and 
interpretations of  current 
events challenged or at least 
disrupted. A partisan press is 
not much of  a problem when 
members of  a society recog-
nize their duty to engage with 
issues that affect them and 
their comrades and to have 
the intellectual maturity to 
understand that the world is 
a fiendishly complicated place 
where there is rarely, if  ever, 
one correct way to approach 
an issue or event. Failure to 
recognize this complexity can 
lead to groupthink and that 
can be catastrophic.
Thus, we as a society need 
not necessarily fret the in-
creasing polarization of  our 
news media. A society with a 
vibrant civic culture can ad-
dress the problems that arise 
from such partisanship. How-
ever, in the absence of  such a 
culture, we must work to re-
build it, lest our echo cham-
bers become too strong.
Media polarization is OK...sort of...
As a student, future educa-
tor and citizen of  the United 
States, I implore our govern-
ment to strive for more than a 
reactive measure to the mur-
dering of  our children.
The solution to the United 
States’ gun violence epidemic 
is in schools, but it has noth-
ing to do with teachers carry-
ing guns.
Arming teachers appears 
to be an obvious solution to 
many, but the problem is that 
shootings don’t just happen in 
the classroom.
I’ve seen the Ronald Reagan 
quote, “We must reject the idea 
that every time a law’s broken, 
society is guilty rather than the 
lawbreaker. It is time to restore 
the American precept that each 
individual is accountable for 
his actions” floating around 
since the shooting. However, 
there is no reason not to hold 
mass murderers to the high-
est court of  the law while also 
asking ourselves what led up 
to that moment societally that 
we could learn from to guard 
the next school.
Most dangerous about this 
quote is that it allows the rest 
of  us in the wake of  this trag-
edy to claim not guilty.
While I think any teacher 
would lay down their life for 
and do anything to protect 
students, any educator will 
tell you that teachers have 
been begging not for guns, 
but for funding for school psy-
chologists, smaller class sizes 
and limited standardized test-
ing. They will tell you that 
they seek to connect students 
with themselves, their peers 
and the topics at hand.
The solution found in the 
classroom is precisely this, that 
we might raise students with 
the emotional tools to process 
life’s trials without harming 
themselves or others, identi-
fy early on mental illness and 
break down its stigma, and 
build children in tune with who 
they are and how they feel.
The #ArmMeWith move-
ment exhibits angry teach-
ers not interested in carrying 
guns with powerful tweets like 
“#ArmMeWith Snacks to feed 
my hungry students who can’t 
focus.” “#ArmMeWith A cur-
riculum that focuses on student 
passions rather than raising 
test scores.” “#ArmMeWith 
a comprehensive school coun-
seling program.” “DO NOT 
#ArmMeWith a gun. I teach 
to raise up the 





role of  police 
officer? The 









turing is not drawn to killing.
While I wholly respect 
teachers empowered by carry-
ing, I believe it is only a tem-
porary solution. A solution for 
the greater glory of  our na-
tion and God can be found in 
ones that transform with total 
redemption of  the brokenness. 
Self-defense, and the defense 
of  others are righteous caus-





ra of  tasks 
to take on 








in that same 
way, an inef-
fective solution. I would never 
ask a police officer to identify 
and accommodate the differ-
entiated needs of  a diverse 
classroom while on duty, so 
why are you asking me to do 
the same?
Brittney Wells is a 
first-year Montessori 
major and staff  writer 
for the Newswire from 
Cincinnati.
Benjamin Giles is a 
senior Philosophy Poli-
tics and the Public and 
Philosophy double major 




lem of  fake news 
is widespread 
or not, we have 
come to a par-
adigm shift in 
terms of  how 
we as Americans 
get our news and 
process it.
The personality 
of  most teachers 
is antithetical to 
the personality 




ing is not drawn 
to killing.
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The chronicles of Xavier:
It was recently announced 
that the administration will 
move Father John LaRocca 
out of  his apartment, against 
his wishes, by June 15 and de-
posit him back at the Jesuit 
Residence. He won’t be able to 
keep his bea-
gle, Bella.
It is a 
strange move 
for a univer-
sity that is so 
proud of  its 
Jesuit heritage. 
Pope Francis, 
the first Jesuit 
Pope, has made 
it his life’s mis-
sion and dying 
wish that the 
Church would 
once again champion shep-
herds who actually smell like 
the sheep. Fr. LaRocca is by far 
the most visible Jesuit on cam-
pus. Until just a few months 
ago, he was the only remain-
ing Jesuit who actually taught 
Xavier students full-time.
The administration has 
not publicly addressed the 
grounds for this decision. 
However, there is a rumor 
that it judges Fr. LaRocca to 
be a “loose cannon” in need 
of  control. They are right if  
they mean that he is not per-
fect. Like Xavier students, Fr. 
LaRocca is known for being 
forthright with his opinions 
and clear in his thoughts. 
Also like Xavier students, he 
s o m e t i m e s 
oversteps his 
bounds in 












too belittling or even some-
what hurtful. Many of  those 
corrections have been aimed 
at me. At Mass, he is often 
found ripping away from the 
pulpit at politicians in D.C. 
That is improper for a reli-
gious ceremony, but occasion-
ally in class I am overcome 
with the same anger doing the 
same thing. Fr. LaRocca is not 
a thoroughbred, and he sure 
isn’t a showhorse. But he does 
smell like the sheep.
The lesson to be learned 
is that at the end of  the day, 
it just comes with the terri-
tory. Sheep are not fragrant 
animals. And bearing this in 
mind, I can assure you that 
Fr. LaRocca truly does carry 
inside him all the honesty and 
all the stench that one will 
find in a living sheep.
All this and we are still 
empty-handed regarding the 
actual reason why the admin-
istration is yanking away the 
shepherd from his flock. Do 
not be fooled into thinking 
that the slow sequestration 
of  the Jesuits into that one 
little building is just a natural 
coincidence. Do not passively 
ignore the fact that a univer-
sity so proud to be Jesuit no 
longer has a single Jesuit on 
the full-time teaching faculty. 
Fr. LaRocca may not always 
be careful with his language, 
but the administration is very 
careful with its plans and de-
signs for this storied school.
The bottom line is that 
Fr. LaRocca deserves to stay 
in his apartment for reasons 
that are beyond what a gen-
tleman would contest. He is a 
Jesuit. This university has Je-
suit founders, bears the Jesuit 
banner and carries the Jesuit 
cross. It is committed to up-
holding the claims and out-
look of  the Society of  Jesus. 
Xavier’s own marketing ma-
terials have made that much 
clear.
In the current situation, 
which is already standing and 
quite popular with students, a 
Jesuit lives among, communes 
with and forms relationships 
with students as a natural 
course of  dormitory life. To 
remove him from that already 
organic and appreciated situa-
tion, not because mobs of  stu-
dents have spoken out against 
his personality as something 
unfit for all standards of  de-
cency, but because administra-
tors and office orderlies have 
concluded that this Jesuit’s 
view of  the Gospel and the hu-
man soul is not in alignment 
with the daydreams of  the ad-
ministration, would constitute 
no small revolution.
In fact, interfering with an 
enterprise of  the Society of  
Jesus that has already demon-
strated evangelical success 
for the sake of  bending the 
Society’s display of  Christi-
anity to conform to the ad-
ministration’s vision of  uto-
pian dormitories constitutes 
a revolution that is startling, 
arresting and, as it happens, 
very revealing.
This business of  moving 
such a magnanimous shep-
herd off-site because he’s not 
homogenized enough is ludi-
crous and shameful, especially 
for a university named after 
as great a shepherd as Saint 
Francis Xavier. Whether La-
Rocca leaves or stays, the ad-
ministration’s character will 
be revealed. If  you would like 
to voice your concern about 
this decision, please email 
xu.amdg@gmail.com.
Ah, the age-old story of  
a handsome knight winning 
the hand of  a virtuous lady. A 
fairytale plot line I think we are 
all familiar with, but the way it 
bleeds into modern life, I think, 
can be concerning. A fair lady 
of  yonder days can be won, but 
but consent in a modern sexu-
al interaction cannot. There is 
Make consent sexy: freely given
no line in the sand or concrete 
action that can be taken that 
implies consent. You paid for 
dinner? You’ve been supply-
ing drinks all night? You have 
had sex with them before? 
None of  these actions imply 
consent. Consent for sexual 
activity must be freely given 
and never coerced. 
“Freely given” means 
that the person is excited to 
consent. There’s no outside 
influence except the will-
ingness to have a sexual en-
counter with the other per-
son. Coercion is when those 
outside influences come into 
play to try to get that “yes.” 
The two cannot coexist in a 
hookup. Even the most casual 
pressure (i.e., “are you suurr-
ree you don’t want to?”) can 
put uncomfortable pressure 
on the other person that can 
lead them to do something 
they don’t want to. 
Pressuring someone into 
sex definitely falls under the 
category of  coercion for con-
sent. Asking someone if  they 
want to have sex in a sexual 
situation over and over and 
over until they give in is not 
consent. If  someone is not 
comfortable with a sexual act 
and you pressure them into it 
— not cool. Ever seen the vid-
eo where the guy talks about 
“consensual rape?” People can 
be so uncomfortable or scared 
in a sexual situation that they 
say yes just to avoid a forceful 
situation or just to get it over 
with.
So if  you think that asking 
a bunch of  times “wins you 
consent,” oh buddy, do I have 
news for you. And if  you use 
the age-old “well they kept 
saying no but they meant yes,” 
it’s just a no. If  someone is 
willing to engage in a certain 
sexual activity with you, they 
will be excited, and they will 
be clear. Don’t let your ego 
get you into trouble. 
In other cases, I think that 
the idea of  freely given con-
sent can be much more sin-
ister. I sincerely hope that it 
doesn’t happen often, but I 
think it is important to iden-







is not truly 
consent. If  
the person 
is not ful-
ly aware of  
the situation 
surrounding 
the sexual encounter, they 
cannot be fully aware of  
what they’re consenting to.
This can be before the 
sexual encounter even hap-
pens (you made a bet with 
your friends you could 
get this person into bed), 
during the encounter (you 
are interested in having 
much rougher sex than they 
were aware) or even after 
(you share videos, pictures, 
texts, etc. that were meant 
to remain private). Even if  the 
person says yes to the initial 
hookup, that does not apply/




v e r s a t i o n 
about sexu-
al assault on 
campus is so 
i m p o r t a n t . 
This is my 
last column 
of  this series, 
but the dia-
logue around 
it needs to 
c o n t i n u e . 
Only we as Xavier students 
know what the issues of  as-
sault looks like on Xavier’s 
campus. We need to talk to 
our friends, peers and teach-
ers to expand what this issue 
means to us. It affects all of  
us, and it hurts all of  us. At 
Xavier we are supposed to be 
men and women for and with 
others, so let’s expand that 
to all parts of  our lives. Ed-
ucate yourself  and speak up 
for others.
Harrison McNulty is 
a senior Philosophy, Pol-
itics and the Public, eco-
nomics and history triple 
major. He is a guest writ-
er for the Newswire from 
Tampa, Fla.
The shepherd, the administration and the students
Riley Head is a soph-
omore Philosophy, Pol-
itics and the Public and 
Gender and Diversity 
Studies double major. 
She is the Arts and 
Entertainment editor 
for the Newswire from 
Louisville, Ky.
Fr. LaRocca may 
not always be 
careful with his 
language, but the 
administration 
is very careful 
with its plans and 
designs for this 
storied school.
Asking some-
one if  they want 
to have sex in a 
hookup situation 
over and over 
and over until 
they give in is not 
consent.
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The baseball team had a 
successful weekend in South 
Carolina, going 2-1 on the 
road trip. 
The Musketeers defeat-
ed Presbyterian College late 
in the ninth inning, 6-5, and 
routed USC Upstate, 7-1.
Senior outfielder Will 
LaRue and freshman outfield-
er Allbry Major each collect-
ed two hits against Presby-
terian. From those two hits, 
LaRue also contributed two 
RBIs and scored a run. Major 
went 2-4 while scoring two 
runs. 
Junior first baseman Matt 
Warkentin hit his first home 
run of  the season to add two 
runs to the Musketeers’ cause. 
Sophomore third baseman 
Conor Grammes also added 
a hit. Junior infielder Chris 
Givin went 1-3 and delivered 
the game-winning RBI in the 
ninth inning.  
Senior right-handed pitch-
er Damien Richard tossed 
five innings in the start and 
Baseball wins a pair on South Carolina road trip
only allowed one earned run 
while collecting a career-best 
eight strikeouts. Junior right-
hander Trey Schramm threw 
2.2 innings in relief  and 
picked up his second win on 
the young season. 
“(Schramm) is a very con-
fident kid, and that confi-
dence is very evident every 
time he steps onto the field,” 
head coach Billy O’Conner 
said about the righty. “And his 
teammates feed off  of  that 
confidence that he gives off. 
“We’ll continue to hand 
him the ball at the most cru-
cial points of  the game, no 
matter the inning.” 
The Xavier bats picked 
up right where they left off  
against USC Upstate as the 
Musketeers churned out 22 
total hits. 
This effort was led by 
graduate senior outfielder Joe 
Gellenbeck, who racked up 
five hits in five plate appear-
ances. 
“Joe’s success this weekend 
definitely is a big boost to the 
lineup,” O’Conner said. “Be-
ing a fifth-year senior and a 
major contributor for the past 
four years, he’s a guy that we 
will look to offensively to pro-
vide consistent quality at-bats 
for us every game.”
This season, Gellenbeck 
leads the team in batting av-
erage and slugging percent-
age. In the game against USC 
Upstate, he hit two extra 
base hits, a double and a tri-
ple, in addition to bringing in 
nings, only allowing one run. 
Two other freshmen, Major 
and Evan Miller, came in re-
lief  for Xavier. Miller hurled 
2.1 innings without allowing 
a run while grabbing the win, 
and Major threw three full 
shutout innings striking out 
three batters.
O’Conner feels that the 
strong outings of  the fresh-
men pitchers was a confi-
dence-boosting one. 
“I think the success they 
experienced is going to be a 
shot in the arm for their con-
fidence moving forward,” he 
said. 
Gellenbeck also commend-
ed the freshmen for their ef-
forts this season. 
“They’ve been a big part of  
our success so far this season 
and they’re going to continue 
to be a big part of  it as the 
year progresses,” Gellenbeck 
said.
The Musketeers play next 
this weekend when they travel 
to California to take on  Saint 
Mary’s in a three-game series 
starting Friday at 4 p.m. 
Swimming nishes season at the Big East 
Championships, Conners sets personal best
The Xavier swim team closed out its 2017-18 season this weekend at the Big East Swimming and Diving 
Championships. Sophomore Emily Conners set a personal record in the 100 free and placed third in the meet. 
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The Xavier swim team 
competed in the Big East 
Swimming and Diving Cham-
pionships in Geneva, Ohio 
this past weekend. This was 
the last meet of  the 2017-18 
season.
The event, which was 
held at the SPIRE Institute, 
consisted of  fellow Big East 
schools and decided the top 
teams in the conference. 
Throughout the weekend, 
the Musketeers earned a total 
of  21 medals. These medals 
included 11 top-three finish-
es for the women and 10 top-
three finishes for the men. 
On the women’s side, the 
team placed fourth in the 
standings for the weekend. 
Along with its 11 top-three 
finishes, it also racked up four 
second-place finishes in re-
lays. 
The women’s team also 
saw a few members put up 
their best performances of  
the season. 
Freshman Emma Kauf-
feld had a season best time 
of  17:04.02 in the 1,650 free, 
which earned her a seventh 
place finish in the event.
 Senior Paxtyn Drew swam 
a 2:00.48 in the 200 back. 
This performance was good 
enough to see her finish third.
Sophomore Emily Conners 
also swam well, setting a new 
program record with a time 
of  49.86 in the 100 free and 
placing third overall. 
Xavier women as a team 
finished the weekend by set-
ting a new school record in 
the 400 free relay with a time 
of  3:21.77. 
Conners, Drew, sophomore 
Abby Garner and junior Car-
oline Gaertner propelled the 
relay team to a second-place 
finish.
The men also finished 
fourth in the final standings. 
The men’s performances were 
highlighted by top-three fin-
ishes in four of  the five relays. 
Freshman Nick Mahoney 
had one of  the best swims 
of  the weekend with a sec-
ond-place finish in the 1,650 
free. His time was 15:41.08 in 
the event. 
Junior Matthew Dyer also 
put up a strong performance 
with a second-place finish in 
the 200 breast (2:00.32). 
To wrap up the weekend, 
the Xavier men finished sec-
ond in the 400 free relay. 
Powered by juniors David 
Bunnell and Sam Johanns, 
along with freshmen Jared 
Ritz and Alex Sironen, the 
Musketeers put up a time of  
3:00.47. 
Although it may not be the 
result it wanted, the Xavier 
swim team had a solid week-
end at the Big East Champi-
onships as it concluded the 
2017-18 season. 
Various individuals stepped 
up and showed poise against 
some of  the toughest com-
petition in the conference, let 
alone the country. 
Because a lot of  these suc-
cessful performances came 
from underclassmen, the 
future of  Xavier swimmig 
seems very bright. 
two RBIs. He was named the 
Big East Baseball Player of  
the Week for his productive 
weekend. 
“I think the biggest thing 
right now is that I’m just see-
ing the ball well,” Gellenbeck 
said. “I’ve tried to slow the 
game down a lot more this 
year, making sure I’m focused 
pitch by pitch and not worry-
ing or thinking about previ-
ous or upcoming at bats.” 
Seven other Musketeers 
had multiple hits against USC 
Upstate. Most notably, LaRue 
had three hits and added an 
RBI while walking once and 
coming around to score one 
run. Sophomore catcher Na-
tale Monastra was 3-5 at the 
dish and added an RBI plus a 
run. 
“It’s always nice when our 
entire offense seems to be 
clicking, especially early in 
the season,” Gellenbeck said. 
“It also shows us what we’re 
capable of  as an offense.”
Freshman Griffin Lanoue 
got the call on the hill for the 
Musketeers and threw 1.2 in-
Track closes out winter at Big 
East Indoor Championships
Xavier completed its in-
door track and field season 
at the Big East Indoor Track 
and Field Championships this 
past weekend. 
The Big East Champion-
ships were a two-day meet 
held at the Ocean Breeze 
Track and Field Athletic 
Complex in Staten Island, 
N.Y.
Both the men’s and wom-
en’s sides may not have fin-
ished the way they wanted 
to, but on the positive side, 
several runners accomplished 
individual feats and closed the 
weekend with personal bests 
in their respective events. 
The Xavier women had 
two runners set their person-
al records during the champi-
onships. 
Freshman Jenna Clay-
worth topped her best time in 
the 5,000-meter run by finish-
ing eighth overall in 17:09:17. 
She also competed in the 
3,000-meter run and had 
9:55.68 finish. This proved to 
be another top-10 result for 
the freshman in her first in-
door season. 
Senior Allison Sinning also 
set her personal record in the 
5,000 in her final indoor meet 
as a Xavier athlete with a 
17:20:99 finish.
The men’s side captured 
three top five finishes, with 
junior Chris Taylor grabbing 
fourth place in the 60-meter 
dash and a time of  6.90. 
Zachary Polk, a senior, 
placed in the top five in both 
the high jump field at 1.90 
meters and the 60-meter dash 
with a time of  7.01.
Junior Grayson Jenkins set 
two personal records: first in 
the one-mile run with a time 
of  4:18.57 and then in the 
3,000-meter run in a time of  
8:35.08.
Last weekend’s events 
mark the end of  the indoor 
season. 
The Musketeers will head 
to the oval again when they 
begin the outdoor season on 
March 16-17 at the Stan Ly-
ons Invitational in Indianap-
olis. The event will be hosted 
at Butler University.
60-meter dash at the Big East Indoor Track and Field Championships. 
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Joe Gellenbeck went 5-5 in the 
2-1 road win over Presbyterian.
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College basketball was 
hit with a bombshell Friday 
morning when a report from 
Yahoo! Sports leaked docu-
ments from the ongoing FBI 
probe into corruption in col-
lege basketball. 
Twenty-five players from 
20 schools were named, many 
of  them being prominent 
players and programs.
Former point guard Ed-
mond Sumner was named 
in documents from former 
agent Christian Dawkins, 
who worked for ASM Sports. 
They allege Sumner and/
or his father Ernest received 
up to $7,000. The documents 
showed Ernest being paid 
$2,500 in advances.
Xavier’s Chris Mack was 
the only coach to respond to 
Yahoo! for comment before 
the report was published. In 
the comments, he speaks of  
Andy Miller, the president 
and founder of  ASM Sports.
“I have no relationship with 
Andy Miller or any of  his as-
sociates. He plays no role in 
the recruitment of  potential 
student-athletes on Xavier’s 
behalf,” Mack said in the re-
port. 
“Beyond that, our staff  has 
never created a path for him 
to foster a relationship with 
any of  our student-athletes 
while enrolled at Xavier. Any 
suggestion that I or anyone on 
my staff  utilized Andy Miller 
to provide even the slightest 
of  financial benefits to a Xavi-
er student-athlete is grossly 
misinformed. We are prepared 
to cooperate with any and all 
investigations at any level.”
Mack’s statement signaled 
that Xavier is likely in the 
clear as far as recruiting viola-
tions go. Considering Sumner 
was ranked outside the top 100 
coming out of  high school and 
all alleged payments occurred 
after he arrived on campus, it 
seems unlikely Xavier com-
mitted any violations on the 
recruitment front.
Though former Xavier 
guard Semaj Christon was 
also linked to Dawkins’ for-
mer agency, ASM, and Andy 
Miller, he did not sign with 
them until three years after 
leaving college. 
It was also the third agency 
Christon was a part of  after 
turning pro, which suggests 
he did not have connections 
with the agency while in 
school.
Other big name college 
players such as Michigan 
State’s Miles Bridges, Duke’s 
Wendell Carter, Kentucky’s 
Kevin Knox and Alabama’s 
Collin Sexton were also men-
tioned in the report. 
However, each of  these 
players reportedly only re-
ceived payment for a meal, 
and for others only parents 
were involved. 
Former NC State guard 
Dennis Smith Jr. allegedly re-
ceived more than $70,000 in 
loans before deciding to sign 
with another agency.
Former Xavier and current 
Arizona coach Sean Miller 
was also allegedly caught on 
a wiretap conversation dis-
cussing a $100,000 payment 
to former five-star recruit and 
current National Player of  
the Year candidate DeAndre 
Ayton with Dawkins.
Arizona held Miller from 
coaching the team’s next 
game at Oregon as a result. 
Miller reportedly met with 
team officials Monday to dis-
Arizona freshman forward and top NBA Draft prospect DeAndre Ayton 
BY DONNIE MENKE
Staff Writer
Men’s golf tees o at Loyola Intercollegiate, 
freshman Garrett Wood shoots 11 under par
Xavier men’s golf  opened 
its spring campaign last 
weekend at the Loyola Inter-
collegiate in Goodyear, Ariz. 
The Musketeers finished 
the tournament in 16th place 
and shot 1 under par as a 
team. College of  Charleston 
claimed victory in the tour-
nament with a final team 
score of  48 under par.
Coach Brian McCants was 
very pleased by the play of  
freshmen Garrett Wood and 
senior Daniel Jaramillo, who 
posted under par rounds in 
Round 1.
“That was the first time 
this year that we were able to 
be under par combining three 
balls of  a four score count,” 
McCants said. 
“In Round 2, our scores 
were not as low, but we got 
more contribution to post a 
second under par team score, 
which moved us up the leader 
board after 36 holes.”
 Freshmen Garrett Wood 
had a tremendous week of  
golf, finishing the tourna-
ment at 11 under par (67-69-
69). Wood tied for 10th in a 
field of  more than 100 ath-
letes.
Wood puts in a lot of  time 
working on his game and is 
motivated to be the best play-
er he can be. 
“He’s continued to play 
very consistently, which we’ll 
need to have him continue in 
Pinehurst in a little over a 
week’s time,” McCants said.
Senior Daniel Jaramillo 
and junior Eduardo Rivera 
also played some good golf  as 
they both finished around the 
middle of  the pack tied for 
63rd place. 
Jaramillo, the departing 
senior, found his stroke in the 
back nine of  the final round 
playing his best golf  and go-
ing 1- under. 
Though Rivera and Ja-
ramillo shot over par, as the 
tournament continued their 
game improved as well.
McCants and the Muske-
teers will continue the spring 
season March 9-11 as they 
will compete in the Pinehurst 
Intercollegiate in Pinehurst, 
N.C. 
The Big East Champion-
ships will take place April 29-
May 1 at Callawassie Island 
in Okatie, S.C.
Women’s golf travels to Rio 
Verde, Fitzpatrick leads team
The Xavier women’s golf  
team concluded a three-day 
tournament this past week-
end at the Rio Verde Invita-
tional. 
The event, which was held 
in Rio Verde, Ariz., consist-
ed of  17 other schools from 
across the nation. 
After having a week off  
from their most recent tour-
nament, the Musketeers 
looked to gain and retain mo-
mentum this weekend.  
Throughout the entire 
weekend, Xavier was led by 
sophomore standout Mikayla 
Fitzpatrick. 
Being an Arizona native, 
Fitzpatrick got the opportu-
nity to play in her home state, 
and she made the most of  it. 
She was the most consis-
tent Musketeer. She tied for 
seventh place individually, 
earning her yet another top-
10 finish for her career. Fitz-
patrick’s score of  224 (+ 8) 
for the weekend was the best 
of  the team and provided a 
great momentum for Xavier 
heading into future events. 
The women’s team also 
got a strong performance out 
of  junior Mikayla Smith in 
Rio Verde. She finished every 
round with a score under 80, 
giving her a final result of  
228 (+12) that earned her a 
19th-place finish. 
Overall, the Xavier wom-
en finished the weekend in 
10th place with a total score 
of  922 (+58). The winner of  
the invitational was fellow 
Big East conference member 
Seton Hall, who ended with a 
score 902 (+11). 
Despite 10th-place finish, 
the team showed strong resil-
ience and competiveness. 
The women will look to 
build on this performance in 
the coming weeks. 
They return to action next 
week during spring break at 
the UNF Collegiate, which 
will take place in Jacksonville, 





FBI probe links ASM Sports to laundering scandal
cuss his future with the team, 
which could be determined 
sooner rather than later. 
There are problems with 
the reporting in both cases 
however. Dawkins was pre-
viously fired from ASM for 
running up $42,000 in Uber 
charges on a player’s credit 
card between July 2015 and 
May 2016. 
This points to Dawkins po-
tentially not being the most 
credible source, though the 
reports should be taken seri-
ously until proven otherwise.
In the Ayton case, Mill-
er and Dawkins supposedly 
discussed the payment in the 
spring of  2016. This presents 
a problem for two major rea-
sons. 
First, there is no evidence 
to suggest Ayton was ever in-
volved with ASM or Dawkins. 
Second, Miller’s and Dawkins’ 
phone conversations were in-
tercepted from June 19, 2017, 
through September 25, 2017. 
By this point, Ayton had al-
ready signed with Arizona, 
which would make payment 
unlikely.
There is likely more still to 
come, but for now, it’s nothing 
to worry about for Xavier. 
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Opinions & Editorials Editor
Altered Carbon’s Netix life might be cut in half
BY JACK DUNN  
Staff Writer
Altered Carbon joins the 
ranks of  Netflix’s in-house 
TV shows, even though you 
probably haven’t heard of  it 
yet. That’s mainly because 
while you were still amazed 
that Netflix was able to re-
lease the next Cloverfield mov-
ie with a surprise ad during 
the Super Bowl, it had to play 
second banana in terms of  
marketing. 
It’s a shame too, since it’s 
a very intriguing show. Al-
tered Carbon is based on a 2002 
movie where Takeshi Kovacs, 
a former U.N. elite soldier, 
then “terrorist” turned pri-
vate investigator, attempts 
to investigate a rich man’s 
death for him. Kovacs died 
250 years before the story 
takes place but is brought 
back to life through a device 
called a “stack.” A stack is im-
planted in everyone on their 
first birthday and allows the 
human consciousness to be 
transferred from one body, or 
“sleeve” as the human body is 
now referred to, to another.
The story of  Altered Carbon 
may not be the most original 
part about it. I’m five episodes 
in, and it mixes various story 
tropes to try to be interest-
ing. It’s got the murder mys-
tery storyline mixed in with 
The rapper and lip kit mogul 
announce birth of daughter
What makes a banger? A contemplation by Abrena
good vs. evil and rich vs. poor. 
There’s a man who’s doing his 
best to save his daughter, who 
is trapped in her stack. There 
is even a small subplot about 
an artificial intelligence ho-
tel/vr brothel manager who 
wants to learn what it means 
to be human. There is an in-
teresting plot twist, but once 
you see it, it’s not all that sur-
prising. It’s probably why crit-
ics only gave Altered Carbon a 
64 percent on Rotten Toma-
toes. 
So it’s got to be the setting 
and the visuals that leave it 
at 90 percent for an audience 
review score. And that’s some-
thing I have to agree with. 
Altered Carbon sets up very 
early in the first episode that 
happens to their stacks. This 
is in stark contrast to a poor 
7-year-old girl who was acci-
dentally killed and through a 
government program placed 
in the sleeve of  a woman in 
her 40s. The new neo-Catholic 
Church argues against the use 
of  stacks, saying it is impossi-
ble to reach God by using one. 
It also isn’t afraid to be fun-
ny at times either. The A.I. 
hotel manager likes Edgar 
Allan Poe and names his hotel 
the Raven. 
It’s a combination of  the 
setting and intense visual ef-
fects action sequences that 
seem to redeem Altered Car-
bon. I found it very hard to try 
and look at my phone or play 
video games while watching. 
It’s very much a show where 
you want your eyes on the 
screen at all times. 
Despite this, I hope the 
story is able to hold up to its 
awesome setting. Hopefully 
Altered Carbon, will be able to 
shed its unoriginal plot tropes 
and find its footing in later ep-
isodes. 
Music is near and dear to 
my heart, as I imagine it is for 
most people. Music is more 
than just a sound, though. It 
is a feeling in your heart. And 
that feeling comes in three 
different forms. Those forms 
can be labeled as a “bop,” a 
“banger” and a “jam.” 
A bop is typically a top-40 
pop song that is light in mes-
sage, a feel-good song that 
when engaging with the lyrics, 
the artist isn’t saying much of  
anything with substance. Re-
gardless, it moves your soul in 
a way you can’t help but en-
joy. A bop, oddly enough, is a 
song that will make you bop 
your head mindlessly as the 
humans are no longer defined 
by their body. And this is what 
allows for a setup of  an inter-
esting look at the world where 
one can potentially be immor-
tal. 
The rich can live for hun-
dreds of  years, pay for exact 
clones and even have literal 
backups of  the consciousness 
in a satellite in case something 
Rating: 
tunes flow through the speak-
ers. Bops typically aren’t your 
heartsongs (i.e., a song that 
speaks directly to your heart 
and soul), but you don’t mind 
them. A bop is a song that’s 
good enough in the moment 
for you.
A banger is a song that, 
well, bangs. A banger is not 
to be confused with a bop. A 
banger is a song that speaks 
to your current situation, a 
song you hear that narrates 
everything you’re feeling and 
evokes deep emotions with-
in you. Similar to a bop it is 
a song for the moment, not 
lifelong. 
The difference between 
the two is the level of  emo-
tion felt when listening to the 
song. You don’t casually enjoy 
or hear a banger. A banger 
is subject to make you cry or 
become over excited or expe-
rience overwhelming feelings 
of  joy and happiness.
A jam is the strongest feel-
ing one can have in terms of  
music. This type of  song is 
timeless. No matter where you 
are, the stage of  life you’re 
in or the situation you’re go-
ing through, when your jam 
comes on it moves your soul 
in an unspeakable way. It 
makes you warm, it makes you 
safe, a jam is your home with-
in a song. A jam can take you 
back instantaneously to the 
first time you heard it and the 
way it made you feel. A jam is 
your personal anthem.
I have spent years arguing 
the validity of  each of  these 
terms with regard to music.
Just as no two people can 
identically experience the 
same event, no two people 
hear a song the same way. My 
bop might be your jam, which 
might be someone else’s 
banger. Or my jam might be 
someone else’s bop, which 
could be your banger. And as 
far as heartsongs go, they can-
not be explained. A heartsong 
is predetermined for you. You 
don’t pick your heartsong, 
your heartsong picks you.
Here are some examples of  
personal bops, bangers, jams 
and my heartsong:
Bops: “The Middle” Zedd, 
Maren Morris, Grey; “Sor-
ry Not Sorry” Demi Lova-
to; “Closer” Chainsmokers, 
Halsey
Bangers: “The Feeling” 
Justin Bieber, Halsey; “Close” 
Ryan Kinder; “Love’s on the 
Way” Sebastian Kole
Jams: “Good to be Alive 
(Hallelujah)” Andy Grammar; 
“Remembering Sunday” All 
Time Low; “Landslide” Fleet-
wood Mac
Heartsong: “The Beati-
tudes” The Kronos Quartet
Altered Carbon,
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Black Panther roars 
into the Box Oce
BY ABRENA ROWE 
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Black Panther by the Numbers
A little more than a week 
in and Black Panther is close to 
becoming the highest gross-
ing superhero movie of  all 
time. In its second weekend 
the movie has reached 700 
million in worldwide ticket 
sales. To offer a comparison, 
the successful film Guardians 
of  the Galaxy, a Marvel Uni-
verse (MU) counterpart, gen-
erated $773 million in sales 
throughout its five-month 
run. So, what’s the big hype 
about Black Panther?
Black Panther is the kind of  
movie you need to watch at 
least three times to pick up on 
all of  the details packed into 
the 135-minute runtime. The 
excitement that takes over the 
first time might cloud your 
ability to take notice of  the 
small nuanced parallels with 
the world of  Wakanda and 
our reality.
Black Panther is more than 
just a superhero movie. Yes, 
this the last setup for the high-
ly anticipated Avengers: Infinity 
Wars that will be released in 
May this year, but it is also a 
critique on the modern racial 
climate in the world, specif-
ically our country. Similar to 
Rating: 
other MU movies, Black Pan-
ther was originally a comic 
book series, and the comics, 
just as the movie, served as a 
platform to discuss pressing 
political issues of  its time.
Marvel has a strong histo-
ry of  addressing current po-
litical issues within their com-
ics and live action movies, and 
the Black Panther movie was 
no exception. Without giving 
too much plot away from the 
movie, the two main points 
addressed in this 2018 film 
are the history of  slavery and 
colonization and their lasting 
effects on the inequality of  
Black people in America, as 
well as the stereotypical por-
trayal and understanding of  
African countries.
The director and writers 
of  Black Panther weren’t be-
ing subtle in their addressing 
of  these issues. The movie is 
full of  one liners and quotes 
that hit the nail on the head of  
Black oppression in America. 
Several times throughout my 
first viewing of  the movie I 
leaned back in my chair and 
thought, “Wow, they actually 
went there.” Or found myself  
snapping along to the words 
of  the characters.
Yes, it is completely possi-
ble to enjoy this movie with-
out regard for the underlying, 
at times screaming in your 
face, political agenda. The 
movie has all you’d want from 
a superhero movie and more. 
There’s conflict, drama, a ba-
dass supervillain, a satisfying 
but not all-encompassing ro-
mance and a superhero you 
cannot help but root for. 
But Black Panther is pur-
posed to be so much more 
than a casually enjoyed super-
hero film. In fact, most of  MU 
is meant to be so much more 
than a casually enjoyed su-
perhero film. Black Panther is 
the first one to be completely, 
100-percent blunt about the 
topic it is addressing.
And for those of  you who 
say, “It’s not that deep fam,” 
you obviously don’t under-
stand the true purpose of  this 
movie or comic books.
All time domestic super-
hero movie sales
Worldwide Box Oce Sales:
Marvel Feature Length Film 
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Aries: Drink lots of  water all next 
week, then you’ll be able to breath un-
derwater.
Taurus: February 30 is the day that the 
world will end, mark your calendars.
Gemini: Prove your commitment to 
Xavier and get a tattoo of  your Ban-
ner ID number to show you’re truly a 
Muskie for life.
Cancer: Fill up your gas tank and drive 
until it’s empty for a wild adventure that 
will prove to be life changing.
Leo: For the next two weeks, practice 
your impression of  the ¯\_(ツ)_/¯
emoji because you’re going to be mak-
ing that face as you check your grades.
Virgo: This spring break, you won’t be 
love sick. Just in love.
Pisces: You will have the best spring 
break ever in Europe, at least accord-
ing to your Instagram. No one has 
to know you were in your room the 
whole time.
Aquarius: Drop out of  school to 
become a comedian. Only joke needed: 
Your mom.
Capricorn: Forget about chasing the 
A, chase waterfalls and dogs crossing 
the street instead.
Sagittarius: This spring break you’re 
going to be spring broke. Lmao, poor 
peasants.
Libra: The mountains are calling and 
so is your mom, you’d better answer 
before she thinks you’re dead.
Scorpio: This will be the worst week 
of  your life, but then you’ll receive 
an email saying you got an amazing 
internship for this summer! $$$
Unqualified and Extremely 
Sarcastic Advice from your 
Norhood Pessimist 
How to have the best spring break:
While many of  my fellow peers will be 
traveling to extravagant destinations such 
as South Padre Island, Miami and Panama
City Beach, I will be spending my spring
break at home with my parents and dogs.
While this may sound lame to some people, I 
cannot imagine a better way to spend my senior year
spring break. Forget about the long days spent sunbathing on the beach fol-
lowed by a night out partying with your friends, rinse and repeat. How about 
a week spent going to all the Civil War battle sites in Virginia that you’ve 
already been to a thousand times? I can’t imagine a more riveting experience.
Once horribly depressed from thinking about the disgraces of  our country, 
you can end the night watching a movie with the ‘rents! Since all of  the good 
movies are rated R, you are almost certain to experience an awkward sex scene 
where your father insists on fast-forwarding through it because we can’t ever 
acknowledge the act that brought you into existence. In conclusion, if  you do 
not have extravagant plans for spring break, don’t fret! I am sure you’ll find 
something enthralling to do.
How to become president:
If  you want to become president, your path to success seems pretty clear to me.
Step 1) Be born as a White male into a privileged family. Step 2) Only receive 
millions of  dollars as a loan from your father to start up your first company. 
Step 3) Become a “successful” businessman and have a tower named after you 
on 5th Avenue in New York City. Step 4/5) File for bankruptcy and become a 
reality T.V. star in whichever order you please. Step 6) Say something racist, 
sexist and offensive and then claim you never said it. Step 7) Surprise! You are 
now president. 
How to be a good parent: 
The key to being a good parent is all about the gifts you get your kids for their 
birthdays, Thanksgiving, Christmas, New Years, Valentine’s Day, St. Patrick’s 
day, the Fourth of  July, President’s Day and, most importantly, April Fool’s 
Day. Who cares about unfaltering support and love for your children? Every-
one knows it’s all about being as materialistic as possible. Your kid wants to go 
to college? Boooooo, what they really need is a top-of-the-line hover board to 
increase the laziness of  American society, followed by a long list of  gifts that 
may include a house, car, job and anything and everything else that will make 
them dependent on you for the rest of  their lives. I read on Fox News that 
child-parent dependency is trending, so it must be true.  
BY MADDY LANCASTER
Guest Writer
Spring Break
Travel
Relax
Vacation
Gladness
Sunshine
Unqualified
Advice
Beach
Service
Midterms
Road Trip
Tournament
Big East
Sunburn
2
2
4 3 1
4
7
1 3 95
4 3
6 7
6 1
8 1 2
3 7 9
5
5
9
9 2 8
4 2
5 6
